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eople from the village of Brusino Arsizio (population
475) have been trying to get a glimpse of the house
Jacopo Mascheroni designed, a 340 sq m glass
pavilion and garden above a partially buried lower
level that is almost completely hidden behind walls on
a hill and unlike any other house in the village.

Mascheroni, who worked for Stanley Saitowitz/Natoma
Architects in San Francisco and Richard Meier & Partners in
New York City before founding JM Architecture in 2005 in Milan,
admits that his client was brave — she asked him for a house
with many large windows, and then gave him carte blanche.

A glass house on a hill seemed an obvious move, as the site,
located five minutes from the Italian border, offers views of
Lake Lugano on one side and the Swiss Alps on the other.
However, the challenges of a steep slope, building-code
setbacks and surrounding houses made a typical solution
impractical and undesirable. Instead, Mascheroni carved into
the slope and inserted a reinforced concrete structure, which
is approached from a private lane leading to a garage on the
home’s west side.

The underground level features two baths, an office, formal
entry, laundry, staircase, playroom and three bedrooms that
open onto a garden enclosed by a wall and tall hedges. Stairs
lead to the public spaces of the house and another garden on
the earth atop the lower-level roof. Here, the house’s curved
glass walls allow extensive views of the surrounding landscape.

No walls divide the living areas inside the glazed pavilion, but a
central, white-lacquered rectilinear wood volume contains the
kitchen, bathroom, stairway and all technological equipment.
Geothermal heat pumps, a rainwater collection system and radiant
heating are some of the environmentally friendly systems used.

Much of the home’s furniture was designed by Mascheroni and
there is also a garage with two parking spaces. The home is
listed with Peter Rabitz of Wetag Consulting. [l

Sales info $HE{ZE: www.wetag.ch
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